
WELWYN HATFIELD BOROUGH COUNCIL
DIRECTORATE OF STRATEGY AND DEVELOPMENT

DELEGATED APPLICATION

Application No: 6/2016/1603/EM
Location: 19 Fearnley Road, Welwyn Garden City, AL8 6HW
Proposal: Retention of existing drive
Officer:  Ms L Hale

Recommendation: Refused

6/2016/1603/EM
Context
Site and 
Application 
description

The site is located on the south side of Fearnley Road and consists of a two 
storey semi-detached dwelling. Fearnley road is predominantly characterised 
by dwellings set back from the high way with grass verges to the front of those 
properties and front and side boundary hedges. The area is residential in 
character featuring properties of similar size and design. 

The application seeks retrospective Estate Management Consent for the 
retention of an existing hardstanding. 

Constraints Estate Management Scheme, as defined within the Leasehold Reform Act 
1967

Relevant history W6/2007/1561/EM – Erection of single storey rear extension with two roof lights 
– Granted 17/12/2007

Consultations
Neighbour 
representations

Support: 0 Object: 0 Other: 0

Consultee 
responses

No responses received.

Relevant Policies

EM1  EM2  EM3
Others   EM4

Considerations
Design (form, 
size, scale, siting) 
and Character 
(impact upon 
amenities and 
values of Garden 
City)

The Estate Management Scheme seeks to preserve the amenity and values of 
the Garden City. Policy EM4 of the Estate Management Scheme applies. This 
Policy requires proposals for new hardstandings to have a minimum harmful 
impact on any hedgerow removal required to provide the hard standing. The 
Council will aim to ensure that a significant proportion, around 50 per cent 
unless individual circumstances indicate that that this would not be 
appropriate, of the frontage is retained as landscape ‘greenery’ to retain the 
appearance and ethos of the Garden City.”

The application seeks consent for the retrospective consent for an extension to 
the hardstanding. The existing frontage has an area of approximately 76 sqm 
and the previous hardstanding covered approximately 33 sqm. The existing 
hardstanding now covers approximately 43 sqm. This equates to 
approximately 65% of the frontage being given over to hardstanding. This 
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would not retain an appropriate balance between hard and soft landscaping. 
Additionally, the existing established hedge along the front boundary has been 
partially removed enabling access to the hardstanding, resulting in the 
hardstanding appearing even more prominent in the street scene.

Whilst the majority of the houses have maintained a balance between hard 
and soft landscaping of the frontage, the extent of hardstanding to the front of 
the site would detract from the values and amenities of this part of the Garden 
City.  This would be exacerbated by the loss of part of the existing established 
hedge along the front boundary.  

Accordingly the proposal is contrary to Policies EM4 and EM3 of the Estate
Management Scheme.

Impact on 
neighbours

Given the nature of the development, it is not considered that there would be 
an impact on the residential amenity of adjoining occupiers as a result of the 
extended hardstanding.

Landscaping 
issues (incl. 
hardstandings)

See above.

Any other 
considerations 

None.

Conclusion
It is considered that the proposal fails to maintain and enhance the amenities and values of the
Garden City and is therefore not compliant with the Estate Management Scheme.

Reasons for Refusal: 

1. The hardstanding and loss of part of the hedge to the front of the dwelling would 
result in an unbalanced frontage with excessive hardstanding and insufficient soft 
landscaping which would erode and would be inconsistent with the immediate 
character of Fearnley Road and the surrounding Garden City.  Accordingly, the 
proposal would be detrimental to the values and amenities of this part of the 
Garden City contrary to policies EM3 and EM4 of the Estate Management Scheme.

REFUSED DRAWING NOS:

Existing Plan (Drawing No.2) & Proposed Plan (Drawing No.1) received and dated 
5th August 2016 and Site Location Plan (Drawing No.3) received and dated 8th 
August 2016.

Determined By:

Mrs S Smith
28 September 2016


